
Rubric Practice 





• Read the questions thoroughly and carefully. 
 

• Ensure you can find an appropriate calculator window to see 
entire graph 
 

• Make sure you are working with the correct region of the graph 
 

• Clearly show the integral in addition to the numerical answer 
 

• Know how to use your calculator to find the numerical answer 







• Use clear, unambiguous language in free-response solutions.   
 

• Recognize the difference between an amount and a rate 
 

• Avoid intermediate rounding 
 

• Present answers to required number of decimals. 
 

• When finding extrema on a closed interval, include critical points 
and the endpoints. 







• Know your polar formulas. 
 

• Do not just memorize formulas and procedures.  Think about the 
underlying mathematics of the situation. 
 

• Know how to find intersections of polar functions 
 

• Know how to deal with a piece-wise polar area problem 
 

• Know how to interpret your answers.  A negative dr/dt means it 
is getting closer to the pole.  Describe the particle, not the 
radius. 
 

• Describe value of a derivative as an increase or decrease in the 
quantity being considered, not just a change.   
 
 







• Point-slope form is perfectly acceptable.  No extra points for 
slope-intercept and you use valuable time and may lose a point. 
 

• Sign charts are never, never, never enough to earn justification 
points. 
 

• Know how to do Integration by Parts 
 

• Remember the +C when integrating 
 
 







• Write short, concise explanations 
 

• Be precise: 
 “The graph of r” not “the graph” 
 “the function r’(t)” not “the function” 
 “the slope of r’(t)” not “the slope” 
 

• When doing Riemann sums, know if the intervals are uniform 
width or not 







• Follow instructions. “First four terms and the general term” 
means the first four terms and the general term. 
 

• If the question says “Use the answer from part (a)” then use your 
answer from part (a) 
 

• Do not just state the names of theorems.  You must explicitly 
show that the conditions of the theorem have been met. 
 

• Remember the Maclaurin series for ex, sin and cos.  Finding ex2 is 
much easier when starting from the parent series. 
 

• Use correct notation for an infinite series 
 

• Be clear and concise.  Use grammatically correct English, citing 
results of earlier work when appropriate 


